
December 12, 2021         Third Sunday of Advent

Tri Parish Catholic Faith Community 
To Learn, Live and Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Combined Parish Staff 
 
Rev. Aaron Pfaff - Pastor - 812-364-6646 

 E-mail:  aaronpfaff@gmail.com  
 
Deacon John Jacobi - Director of Religious Education  

Faith Formation Office  - 812-364-6173 

 E-mail:  johnjacobi1970@gmail.com   
 
Lisa Murner – Business Manager 

 E-mail: st.michaelbradford@gmail.com 
 

Website:  www.saintmichaelschurch.net   

 

Mass Schedule This Week 
  

Sunday  8:30 am   St. Bernard 

   9:15 am  St. Joseph 

   10:30 am St. Michael 
    
 Monday  6:00 pm   St. Bernard 
    
 Tuesday 6:00 pm  St. Michael 
 
 Wednesday 9:00 am   St. Bernard 
        
 Thursday NO MASS  
 
 Friday  9:00 am  St. Michael 
 
 Saturday 4:00 pm  St. Michael 

 

 

St. Michael 
11400 Farmers Lane NE 

Greenville IN 47124 

812-364-6646 
(1835) 

 

St. Joseph 
341 S SR 66 

Marengo IN 47140 

812-347-2326 
(1885) 

St. Bernard 
7600 Highway 337 NW 

Depauw IN 47115 

812-347-2326 
(1847) 

 

Reconciliation 

Monday 5:30 pm  St. Bernard 

Tuesday  5:30 pm St. Michael 

Saturday 3:15 pm St. Michael 

Other times available upon request 

 

Baptism 

Preparation class for parents required, contact parish 

office. 

Marriage 

Six months preparation required, contact parish office. 

 

Sick/Shut-ins 

Please call the parish office to request anointing of the 

sick and for home visits. 

 

New Parishioners 

Contact the parish office for registration or pick up a 

form at the entrance to church and return to the parish 

office in the collection basket.  We would love to have 

you become an official part of our parish family. 

 

Priestly and Religious Vocations 

Contact Vocations Director/Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

at 1-800-382-9836, ext. 1490. 
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Information for all Parishes 
 

Second Collection Today - Help religious communities. 

“Your generous contribution helps us to care for our retired 

sisters and enables our younger sisters to continue in active 

ministry,” writes a religious sister. Your gift to today’s 

collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide 

medications, nursing care, and more for thousands of senior 

sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. It also helps 

ensure younger members can continue the good works of their 

elders! 
 
United Catholic Appeal:  You should have already received a 

UCA Brochure in the mail.  Cards are at the entrance to church 

if you did not receive one or have not yet filled yours out.  

Please take the time to look over the information being sent 

and prayerfully consider your pledge. 
 
You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you 

frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have 

you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it 

only make it worse? Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a 

long i) helps couples through difficult times in their 

marriages. This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of 

couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For 

confidential information about or to register for the February 

program beginning with a weekend on February 18-20, 2022, call 502-479-3329; email: 3012@helpourmarriage.org; 

or go to www.helpourmarriage.org.    
 
Dog Sitters sought 

Dear Parish Family, 

A number of you have met my newly adopted dog, Raphael (as in the Archangel Raphael).  Occasionally, I go away 

for an overnight or am on vacation or on a spiritual retreat, and so I am looking for some dog sitters for Raphael.  He 

is a true "gentle giant", an English Mastiff who insists on being everyone's BFF, but he's not too sure about other 

animals (dogs/cats, etc).  If you have dog experience and are an "empty nester" who prefers not to own a dog but 

doesn't mind occasional company and are interested in possibly being one of Raphael's dog sitters, I'm trying to put 

together a small team of people who could take turns watching him while I'm away.   

If you might be interested, feel free to contact me at the office (812) 364-6646 or email me aaronpfaff@gmail.com .   

On behalf of a grateful dog and dog owner, 

Fr. Aaron 
 
Legion of Mary Meeting – Every Tuesday at 6:30 – 8:00 pm in the Faith Formation Building at St. Michael.  All 

are welcome to attend.  They will pray the rosary on the first weekend of each month at St. Michael and St. 

Bernard.  The rosary will be prayed before Mass on Saturday evenings and after Mass on Sunday mornings at St. 

Michael and before the Sunday morning Mass at St. Bernard.  Please plan to come early or stay after one of the 

Masses to join in prayer. 
 
With the holiday season quickly approaching please remember you 

can support our churches when shopping on Amazon.  St. Michael’s 

link is https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-0867795 and St. Bernard’s link is 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-5227964  
 
Mount Saint Francis is hiring part-time help ($12-15 per hour). Positions are flexible and perfect for college 

students or parents with school-age children. Work, serve, pray, joke and jostle with our team at the Spirituality 

Center. Please contact Br. Randy at (812) 923-8817 / retreatdir@mountsaintf... for more information. 
 
St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish in New Albany is hiring a Parish Business Manager. This person will 

serve as a staff resource in support of the Pastor and Parish Finance Council, fulfilling parish administrative and 

Upcoming Holiday Mass Schedule 
 

December 24th Christmas Eve 

St. Bernard – 4:00 pm Mass (Father Aaron) 

St. Michael – 4:00 pm Mass (Father Atkins) 

St. Michael – 6:00 pm Mass (Father Aaron) 

St. Joseph – Midnight Mass  
 

December 25th Christmas Day 

St. Michael – 9:30 am Mass (Father John) 

St. Michael 4:00 pm Mass for Feast  

of Holy Family 
 

Dec. 26th:  normal Sunday Schedule  
 
December 31st - Solemnity of Mary  

St. Michael – 9:00 am  

January 1st - Solemnity of Mary  

St. Joseph – 9:15 am 

St. Michael – 9:30 am 
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human resources administration. The Business Manager will serve within the framework of shared ministry in 

Christian and Catholic values. This full-time position requires a Bachelor's Degree in a related field and some 

supervisory experience. Send resume, a letter of recommendation, two additional contacts for reference and salary 

requirements to smnapastora@gmail.com to apply.  
 
Worldwide Synod of Bishops - In 2023 Pope Francis will gather with Bishops from around the world to discuss 

how the Church listens. In preparation for this gathering the Church invites us to give input into this process. The 

Archdiocese has set up a questionnaire for individuals from around the Archdiocese to complete. This questionnaire 

is one of several ways that women and men who live in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis will offer input for the 

upcoming Worldwide Synod of Bishops; this synod’s theme is For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, 

and Mission. Please keep the following suggestions in mind as you address any or all the questions below. 
 

• Above all, the synod process is meant to be one of prayer. Please offer this or a similar prayer before offering your 

thoughts and feelings through this survey. 
 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather, together, in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and 

what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, 

forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

• You don’t have to address all the questions! Feel free to pick and choose what questions or parts of questions you 

answer. There are 10 sections with questions. 
 

• While brief answers will be helpful in compiling the thoughts and feelings of hundreds of women and men 

throughout the Archdiocese, feel free to use as few or as many words as you see fit to express yourself clearly. 

When you are ready to complete the questionnaire please go to: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxYGI8WtpW7uMirJsf9_aBLtn6DJM6GTB0GkvruZv4je6STg/viewf

orm or look for the survey at www.archindy.org 
 

 GOSPEL MEDITATION 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture“.  

Purification by the Fire of God 

Third Sunday of Advent (Year C) 

John answered them all, saying,”I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I 

is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and 

to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.”  Luke 3:16–17 

Again, this Sunday, we are given the glorious witness of St. John the Baptist. In this sermon of John, he says that 

Jesus will come and baptize “with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  The image of being baptized “with fire” is a good one to 

reflect upon.  It especially reveals to us the deep purification Jesus desires for our souls.   

What does it mean to be purified?  For one thing, purification of our soul hurts.  But it hurts in a sweet sort of 

way.  Turning from sin and growing closer to God requires great sacrifice and surrender.  And it requires that we 

allow God to do powerful things within us.  And the most powerful thing God wants to do is purify us. 

Our Catholic faith reveals to us the reality of Purgatory after we die.  Purgatory is said to be a place of much spiritual 

pain, but again, in a sweet sort of way.  It’s painful in the sense that we are stripped of all that we hold on to that God 

wants us to let go of.  It’s painful in the sense that we endure a complete transformation of who we are and what we 

love.  We learn to love God and God alone.  And in the embrace of our love of God, we come to love all people. 

It’s also sweet because, as we are purified, we grow infinitely closer to God and grow in holiness.  This lifts the 

burden of sin and frees us to love as we ought.   
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But our purification ought not start only in Purgatory.  We are all called to enter into that process of purification here 

and now.  We are called to heed the words of John the Baptist today and repent of all that keeps us from holiness of 

life. 

Reflect, today, upon the purification to which God may be calling you.  What is it that you hold on to that He wants 

you free of?  Commit yourself to the purifying fire of God’s love and let that love cleanse you in this Advent season. 

 

In Need of Prayers: Jerome Smith, 

Alan Wise, Roger Harbeson,  Patty 

Habermel Nelson, Bennie Drake, Felicia 

Lenfert Krizman, Debbie Watson, Jerry 

Jacobi, Kathleen Kruer, Jonathan 

Plucinik, Doris Nash, Janine (Brown) Griffee, 

Margaret Baylor, Doug Vaught, Barb Rainbolt, Judy 

Rae Gettelfinger, Anna Kaelin, Wanda Gehm, Julie 

Payne, Cletus & Priscilla Gettelfinger, Matthew 

Kruer, Jack Dohoney, Colette Murray, Casey Shaw, 

Linda Rothrock, Matthew Marino, Gretchen 

Hammett, Jaxon Nutini, Timothy Plucinik, Ray 

Kordek, Carol Cox, Doug Fessel, Patricia A. Trent, 

Roy Kruer, Luna Smith, Ted Lippert, Irma Morales, 

Cherie Vickers, Paul Magee, Elizabeth Magee, 

Rhonda Arnold, All our Food Pantry and St. Vincent 

de Paul Friends. 
 

Please Pray for Our Military & Their Families:  

Danny Baker, Tyler Hall, Zachary Shinkle, Brad 

Missi, Sarah Train Gilmer 

 

St. Michael Food Pantry: Food Pantry Needs - 812-

364-6614 - Thanks to everyone 

for your support of our Food 

Pantry.  If you know of a family 

in need that could use some food 

assistance, please have them call 

us so we can get a food box together for them. 

 

LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE: Dec. 18 & Dec. 19 

Saturday: 4:00 PM 

EM: Nadine Kaelin, Sharon Laufer 

L: Donna Newton 

S: Pam Waller 

SV: Molly Coomer, Olivia Wise, Haydon Waller 

U: Leo Kaelin, Tina Rouck 

Sunday: 10:30 AM 

EM: Chris Rainbolt, Kathy Atkins 

L: Katy Casper 

S: Katy Casper 

SV: Sydney Kaelin, Jace Martin, Asa Milliner, Kami 

Harkness 

ST: Rick Roll 

U: Gary Geswein, Fred Uhl 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray in gratitude for the generous donation of 

the additional cameras for St. Michael Church by the 

Uhl Family. The donation was made in honor of Janie 

Book and in memory of Earl Book. 

 

Please pray for the soul of Paul Kiesler who passed 

away on December 1st.  Paul is the brother of Marvin 

Kiesler.  Eternal rest grant to him O Lord and let 

perpetual help shine upon him.  May his soul and all 

the souls of the faithfully departed through the mercy 

of God rest in peace.  Amen 

St. Michael 
Office Hours:  Monday –  Thursday 9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Mailing Address: 11400 Farmers Lane, Greenville IN 47124 

Phone:  812-364-6646 
 
Katie Elder – Parish Secretary   Beth Gettelfinger – Pre-School  Tim Murner – Director of Music 

katieelderst.michaels@gmail.com Pre-school Phone – 812-620-2807 812-736-1189 - tmurner1@gmail.com  

St. Michael Mass Schedule and Intentions 
Saturday Dec.   11 4:00 PM    Tri-Parish Members 

Sunday Dec.   12 10:30 AM    Marie Schroeder 

Tuesday Dec.   14 6:00 PM    Jim Seipp 

Friday Dec.   17 9:00 AM    Susan L. Book 

Saturday Dec.   18 4:00 PM    Rebecca Hoover 

Sunday Dec.   19 10:30 AM    Tri-Parish Members 

Weekly Collection:  December 5, 2021 

  Sun. Collection:       $       10,611.00 

  Needed for Budget:     $         7,134.65 

  Difference:                 $       +3,477.65 
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Thanks to St. Michael parishioners, a huge amount 

of “Share the Warmth” items were delivered to Ann’s 

Angels of Hope located at Kellum Imprints in 

Ramsey. These items will be distributed during the 

cold winter months to meet a variety of needs. Thanks 

for your generous support! 

 

Lucille Fessel will turn 99 on January 21st. If you 

would like to send her a card for the holidays or 

birthday, you can mail it to Harrison Springs 871 

Pacer Dr, NW Corydon, IN 47112  

 

December Collections- It’s almost the end of the 

year! The last count day for collections will be on 

December 28. Please send in your December 

collections by December 22 if you would like them to 

go into this year’s tax information. Thank you! 

 

 

Mass Schedule and Intentions 

Sunday: December 12   8:30 am Veronica Battista 

Monday: December 13   6:00 pm Donna Schellenberger 

Wednesday: December 15   9:00 am Danny Bary 

Sunday: December 19   8:30 am Charles & Jolene Mauck 
 
Lector: December 12 – Anne Robertson 

December 19 – Mary Hawkins 

December 24 - Nina McClelland 

December 26 – Vicki DuBois 
 

Please keep in your prayers:  

Barbara Hust, Judy Gettelfinger, Barry 

Whittaker, Sean Monarco, Yvonne Pearson, John Simon, Greg Byerley, Susan Cook, 

Don Briscoe, David Robertson, Father John Fink, Beth Otto, Winnie Preflatish 

Walker, Sharon Freiberger, Ronald Richardson, Sr., Phyllis Newman, Marlana 

Cheatham, Linda Magill, David Mauck, Jim Nolot, Sharon Bary, Rhonda Day, Larry 

Colin, Jeff Mauck, Michael Briscoe, Carolyn Cline and Members of Military. 
 
The 2022 calendars are at the entrance of church.    
 
Altar Flowers - Please pray for the soul of Ron Magill in whose loving memory this week’s altar flowers have been 

donated. 
 
Please join us following Mass this morning in the parish hall for donuts and an opportunity for a meet & greet with 

Archbishop Thompson. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration will be Monday, December 13th after the 6:00 pm Mass. 
 
Cookies and Candy by the Pound Sale – Sunday December 19th will be held in the narthex following Mass.  St. 

Rita’s Altar society will be selling homemade cookies and candy for $5.00 per pound along with breads, rolls and 

our famous St. Bernard Homemade Noodles that will be priced by item to raise monies for altar supplies and other 

charitable needs.  Please stop by the Narthex to purchase your holiday party or gift giving needs.  If you’re pressed 

for time, but want to give homemade treats for Christmas, we’ve got what you need!  (St. Rita’s welcomes all donations 

of homemade baked goods to sell.) 
 
 

 St. Joseph  

Physical Address:  341 S. SR 66, Marengo IN 47140 

Mailing Address: 7600 Highway 337 NW, Depauw IN 47115 

Phone:  812-347-2326  Fax: 812-347-2172 

Michelle Whittaker – Parish Secretary – SaintBernardCatholicChurch@gmail.com  

St. Bernard 
Office Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 am – 2:30 pm 

Mailing Address: 7600 Highway 337 NW, Depauw IN 47115 

Phone:  812-347-2326  Fax: 812-347-2172 

Michelle Whittaker – Parish Secretary – SaintBernardCatholicChurch@gmail.com 

Weekly Collection: December 5, 2021 

Collection:  $      3,300.00 

Needed for Budget: $      2,211.53 

Difference:         $    +1,088.47 
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Father Fred Denison – Attended By 

Sunday: December 12, 9:15 am 

Mass Intention:  Richard Lord, Jr. 
 

Minister Schedule December 12 

Lectors:  Terri Ward 

Greeters:  Terri Ward/Richard Newton 

Sunday: December 19, 9:15 am 

Mass Intention:   
 

Minister Schedule December 19 

Lectors:  Eric Toney/Errol Toney 

Greeters:  Angela Crecelius/Laura Zipp 

Please keep in your prayers: 

Bernie Beam, Pat Michels, 

Norma Hurt, Michelle Garrett, 

Marty Will, Frank and Dee 

Hirsch, Roger Michels, Erin Haendiges, Gail 

Reyling, Imogene Talley, Carol Will, Richard Will, 

Father Fred, Mike Trusty, Francis Powell, Monty 

and Mary Garrett, Jane Newton, Frank Neckar, and 

all those suffering in any way. 
 
Family and Friends of our parish members:  

Elaine Gabel – Angela Crecelius’s sister-in-law; 

Jacqueline Alexander; David Thomas – Susan 

Sauer’s brother; Joan Jackson – Jane Newton’s 

sister; Paul Panozzo; Jamie Craig—Barb Flispart’s 

son-in-law; Robin Bowman; and all Prayer Requests 

in the Prayer Book.  
 
Our Military Family Members: Tom Shawler, Jr., 

Hannah Bradley, Chris Eaton, Wesley Wood.  
 
The 2022 calendars are at the entrance of church. 
 
Please keep Tom Zipp in your prayers.  
 
Please bring your "Angel Tree" gifts labeled and 

wrapped by Sunday, December 19.  Thanks to all, for 

your help and generosity! We are providing JOY for 

our adopted family, during the Christmas season.  God 

bless you.  
 
11-28-21 Collection Totaled $440.00.  

 

Faith Formation News 
Faith Formation Office Hours are: St. Michael Church - Tuesday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Fridays 

1:00 – 5:00 p.m. and St. Bernard Church – on Friday Mornings 
 
Faith Formation News:  

Upcoming Faith Formation Classes at St. Michael 

and St. Bernard: 

December 12 FF Classes – Pre-School – Grade 12 

December 19 FF Classes – Pre-School – Grade 12 

December 26 No Classes – Christmas Break 

January 2 No Classes – Christmas Break 

 

Advent Wreath Prayer for the 3rd 

Week of Advent (light two purple 

candles and the rose candle this week): 

As we draw near to you, Lord God, 

keep us aware of your presence in all 

we do. Come with power to enlighten 

us by your grace, that we may live in praise and 

peace all our days. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

 

Activated Disciple Study:  Our next 

Activated Disciple study will meet 

on Sunday, December 12th, 9:00 – 

10:10 a.m.in the lower level of the 

church at St. Michael.  All adults are 

welcome to join anytime. 

Bible Study – All are welcome to 

join our Thursday Morning Bible 

Study.  We will not meet the next 

two Thursdays.  Our next 

gathering will be on Thursday, 

December 2nd, 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. We welcome those 

who have studied the Bible for a while all the way to 

those who might be picking it up for the first time.  

We meet in the faith formation center.  Join us! 

 

Confirmation Gathering – Our next Confirmation 

Gathering will be on this Sunday, December 12 th at 

6:00 p.m. in the lower level of the church.   

 

Youth Ministry News: 

Youth Advent Party – All high school youth are 

invited to our Advent Party on Thursday, December 

23rd at 6:00 p.m. We will have great games, a 

Christmas Service project, and loads of pizza.  

Please RSVP to Deacon John by December 21st. 

 

Youth Activities Team – Our next Youth Activities 

Team meeting will be on Sunday, January 16 th, 

following the 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Michael.  



Please bring your school calendars with you to assist 

in our planning. 

 

Sr. High March for Life Trip 

– Catalyst Catholic will offer 

the opportunity for high school 

youth to attend the March for 

Life Pilgrimage January 19-23, 

2022, in Washington, D.C. to 

peacefully stand up for life.  

The cost is $325.00 with a $125.00 deposit due at 

registration.  For more information or to register go to: 

https://catalystcatholic.org/life 

 

Abide Eucharistic Adoration 

- All ages are invited to spend 

time in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament during 

ABIDE, a monthly evening 

of Adoration and Confession. 

Come for an hour or stop in 

for a few minutes. The evening includes live music 

and silent prayer.  The next gathering will be at 

Mount St. Francis on December 21st at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Fr. Mike Schmitz’s podcast on the Bible in a Year 

– to sign up for the podcast go to: 

https://ascensionpress.com/pages/biy-registration 

 

Question of the Week for the 3rd Sunday of 

Advent:  

Question for Children: Why is it so important to 

keep promises which you have made? 

Question for Youth: What do you remember from 

stories about your Baptism? What does your Baptism 

mean to you now? 

Question for Adults: How can you live the promise 

of your Baptism each day? 

 

Formed is a great resource of Catholic information 

and formation.  You can access your free 

subscription, a gift from the parish, by registering 

through our parish portal.  If you have no yet 

registered for Formed go to: 

www.saintmichaelchurch.formed.org  You will need 

to create a username and password.  You can then 

enter by going to www.formed.org    

 

Brother Francis and the Days of Advent - Each 

day during Advent Brother Francis leads us on a daily 

journey in this special seasonal celebration of the 

coming of the Lord! Featuring meditations, prayers, 

and suggested activities to keep our focus on Christ 

this Christmas.  Look for the Advent strip on 

FORMED to view these each day. Videos are 

available in English and Spanish. 

 

 
 

Daily Advent Reflections – Join Dr. Rim Gray each 

day of Advent for reflections this Advent Season. 

Each Daily Reflection is a short video that features 

Dr. Tim Gray commenting on the daily Mass 

readings, explaining the Scriptures, and providing 

viewers with concrete ideas on how to apply them to 

their life. You can even sign up to get a daily reminder 

to watch the reflection at Formed. 
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